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In the Beginning

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
God created. God designed. Throughout the scriptures
we are shown what a master designer He is:

He designed the heavens, the galaxies, the planets,
and the stars.

He designed the earth and its boundaries, the trees,
and flowers.

He designed the Garden of Eden in all of its
perfection.

He designed Adam and Eve, creating them in His
own perfection.

He designed Noah’s Ark with precise measurements
and specifications.

He designed animals and fish of the sea.

He designed beautiful sunsets.
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With everything God designed, there was order. He
has already designed for us our mansion in heaven.

Each of us has our own preference in home design.
Some like Queen Anne furnishings, while some prefer
oak and cottage style homes. Regardless of our personal
preference, there is a way to decorate that is pleasing to
the eye. When a room, a home, a garden, or an office
is pleasing to the eye, it creates peace and order. God
loves peace and order! Our personality is reflected in our
appearance, in our home, and is also reflected in our
choices and decisions.

God doesn’t want us to be wasteful with our money.
Has it ever occurred to you to seek guidance from Him
when you plan to decorate a room? How about before
you make a purchase? The next time you purchase drap-
eries, a rug, or bedding and pillows, ask the Lord to give
you guidance in that purchase.

Perhaps you lack confidence in your choices when it
comes to decorating your home. This book will help you
gain confidence in a unique way. Perhaps you aren’t sure
how to decorate a room in your house. Is it full of clut-
ter? Clear it out. Remove everything in the room. Now
you have a blank canvas to work with. Look at the walls
and consider the color.

Soft neutral colors are always safe and display your
belongings well. If you are a lover of blue and have many
blue objects, consider painting the walls a soft khaki
color. It is a good neutral color and makes a good back-

ground color to display your blue objects.
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A soft yellow could have the same effect if you prefer
a color with more energy. If you love red, try painting
one wall red. Red is a tricky color. If you aren’t confident
with your selection of red but you still want to try it,
choose a blue-red instead of orange-red. It usually will
work well with most homeowners’ furnishings.

I am not a big fan of white ceilings. However, I still
prefer light colors on the ceiling to reflect light. Take the
same neutral color on the walls and select a lighter shade
for the ceiling. This way, the color flows throughout the
room.

If you paint a room with yellow, choose a lighter
shade of yellow for the ceiling. One room in my home
is painted with red. I did not choose a lighter shade of
red for the ceiling because it would be pink. Instead, the
ceiling is painted a light khaki color, the same color used
on my ceiling throughout the house. Another choice for
the ceiling is soft beige or light gray.

To involve God in the selection of paint color, ask
Him to place a desire in your heart for a color that not
only complements your belongings but that will promote
peace and harmony.

Painting the ceiling with a lighter color is only a sug-
gestion. I have seen rooms with dark ceilings or wallpa-
per on the ceilings that were awesome. Just keep in mind
that the room will look smaller; that is not always a bad
thing.

Now it’s time to start with the placement of large

furniture in the room. Keep in mind to strive for visual
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balance. For example, place a sofa in front of a large, long
wall or somewhere in the middle area of the room. All
heavy pieces do not have to be placed against a wall.

Before you begin, play the “what if” game with the
Lord. I do all the time. I'll say something like this: “Lord,
what if I place the sofa in this direction; do you think
it will work?” You may not hear any response, but be
sensitive to an impression in your spirit, such as, “Yes,
try it.”

In some of my past homes, my sofa was placed against
a wall because it was the best place for it. Currently, my
sofa is placed on a rug in the middle of the room. But
either placement needs to create a balance in the room.
After your placement of furniture, stand at the doorway
and observe the room. Leave and take a break. Now
reenter the room with fresh eyes.

What impression does it give you? Does it look bal-
anced? Does it give you a sense of peace? Although it
may look good, you still need to ask yourself if it has har-
mony. Ask the Lord to impress upon you a sense of peace
if the arrangement is good. Now you can add lamps, wall
hangings, plants, and rugs. After adding the large- to
medium-size accessories, add the smaller items.

There are many choices and selections of wall décor.
Too many sharp edges of square and rectangle frames are
overwhelming. Balance it with other types of art such as
a tapestry, a quilt, a wreath, an oval mirror, a large clock,
a grouping of plates, or a cow hide. Use whatever helps

you to accomplish the look you are trying to achieve.
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A tree or plant, whether fake or real, will not only
create visual warmth to a room but will add a different
dimension or texture against a wall. The objective is to
create a flow achievable with texture, visual weight, and
color. A dark color such as bronze, brown, or black will
create weight in a room. This is a good thing. Let’s say
you have a tone-on-tone room with light neutrals. If you
add a bronze lamp base, a decorative bronze waste bas-
ket, a dark frame, or a dark plant stand throughout the
room, it will create visual weight and a pleasing flow.

A variety of size in objects and art is also important.
This creates interesting heights for the eye to travel.

After you complete the room, listen to your heart as
you enter the room. Ask the Lord to impress upon your
spirit a peace if the room has balance. If your inner self
is feeling uneasy with one area of the room, tweak it.
Perhaps it is a display on a wall or accessories arranged on
a shelf. If it is, rearrange objects until you feel comfort-
able with it.
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